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TAGS: OVIP (DAOUD, MOHAMMAD), AF, US 
SUBJECT: VISIT OF PRESIDENT DAOUD TO U.S. 

1 . 1 HAVE BEEN REFLECTING SOME MORE ON OUR CONVERSATION IN 
KATHMANDU ABOUT THE POSSIBLE POSTPONEMENT OF PRESIDENT DAOUD'S 
VISIT AND WANT TO REINFORCE TO YOU MY COMMENTS ON THAT OCCASION. 

I THINK ANY POSTPONEMENT AFTER THE SUMMER OF 1978, THE PERIOD 

FOR WHICH THE SECRETARY EXTENDED THE INVITATION, WOULD BE 
EXTREMELY BADLY RECEIVED BY DAOUD. MORE IMPORTANT, HE WOULD 
CONCLUDE THAT WE ARE NOT TAKING SERIOUSLY HIS REQUEST FOR 
ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OF AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR AFGHAN INDEPENDENCE 
AT A CRITICAL TIME IN AFGHAN HISTORY WHEN HE IS TRYING TO BUILD 
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS WHICH WILL NOT ONLY BUTTRESS AFGHAN 
INDEPENDENCE BUT ALSO SURVIVE HIM. IN THIS CONTEXT, THE POST 
PONEMENT WOULD CAST A CLOUD OVER THE TOTALITY OF OUR RELATIONS 
WITH AFGHANISTAN. THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT THE AFGHANS WOULD TAKE 
ANY OVERT STEPS TO SHOW THEIR DISPLEASURE; THEY ARE UNLIKELY 
TO DO THIS BECAUSE OF THEIR CONTINUING FUNDAMENTAL NEED FOR 
OUR SUPPORT. BUT, IN LESS VITAL MATTERS, RANGING FROM THE PEACE 
CORPS AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS TO COMMERCIAL VENTURES 
LIKE THE KANDAHAR CEMENT PLANT, I BELIEVE WE WOULD SEE A 
LESS HOSPITABLE CLIMATE HERE. IT MIGHT POSSIBLY ALSO AFFECT 
OUR NARCOTICS RELATIONSHIP. 
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2. 1 AM SENDING YOU THIS MESSAGE BECAUSE I WANT TO BE CERTAIN 
THAT THOSE CONCERNED WITH THIS DECISION IN WASHINGTON ARE 
AWARE BEFOREHAND OF SOME OF THE CONSEQUENCES THAT MIGHT 
ENSUE. 

ELIOT 
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